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More than 120 people march at
HCA’s 16t Annual Walk for Affordable Housing

April 30 was a sunny, early spring Sunday, perfect for Over 120 people marched down Mass Ave. waving signs
HCA’s 16th annual Walk for Affordable Housing starting displaying WALK FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING in bold
on Arlington’s historic Jason Russell House Commons. font. Cars blared their horns in agreement, and onlookers

cheered as the Hot Tamale Band announced the walkers.
Everyone had a fabulous time supporting a very serious
cause and working to solve the housing issue.

A young musician serenades the walkers

With the rising price of housing, working class families

are having increasing difficulties maintaining stable living . -

situations. The Walk for Affordable Housing raises money Over 120 people walked

and awareness to combat this problem. This year, the

walk enabled HCA to raise $36,000. While the Walk for Affordable Housing is certainly lots of

fun—with free food, T-shirts, balloons, Molly the clown
and Stanley and the Undercovers dancing rock 'n’ roll
band—its larger purpose is very serious.

The walk raises awareness of the chronic need for
affordable housing in town. Over 661 households are wait-
listed for units in HCA’s portfolio of 93 units.

As a key fundraiser for programs that include the
Affordable Apartment Program and the Homelessness
Prevention Program, the Walk provides invaluable
support for many of our neighbors through sponsorships,
donations, and raffle ticket sales.

HCA Board Member Mareshia Donald and family

Thank you to all 120+ marchers for your important and
necessary help! You did an amazing job!



20 Westminster Avenue Project

The Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) and MassHousing are pleased to an-
nounce that the Community Scale Housing Initiative
(CSHI) will provide the final piece of funding for HCA’s
20 Westminster Project. On behalf of the Baker-Polito
Administration, the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development and MassHousing have joined
efforts to design a special initiative to address the need
for smaller-scale affordable housing projects that are
sized to fit well within the host community.

At a meeting on January 12, the Arlington Zoning
Board of Appeals voted to approve a comprehensive
permit to construct nine affordable rental units in the
existing building located at 20 Westminster Avenue.
The complex will be completely transit-oriented with no
on-site parking; a survey of HCA’s wait list shows little
need for parking spaces.

Construction has begun, and will be completed in
spring 2018. Other sources of funding are Brookline
Bank, Town of Arlington Community Development
Block Grant, North Suburban Consortium HOME Pro-
gram, the people of Arlington through the Community
Preservation Committee, Massachusetts Historical
Commission state historic tax credits, and a HUD
McKinney Grant. The budget is $3,975,762.

The 20 Westminster Avenue building plan will include
1 studio unit, 5 one-bedroom units, 2 two-bedroom
units and 1 three-bedroom unit. 3 units will be wheel
chair accessible.
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Jay Ash (second from left), Secretary of Housing and
Economic Development, and Chrystal Kornegay (at
right), Undersecretary of Department of Housing and
Community Development, announced the award of CSHI
funding for HCA’s 20 Westminster project on August 24,
2017. Also pictured: Representative Sean Garballey and
HCA Executive Director Pamela Hallett.
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Community Investment Tax Credit Program

Breakfast at Bistro Duet in June

CITC Breakfast

This year’s Community Investment Tax Credit (CITC)
annual breakfast, held June 20 at Bistro Duet, was a
huge success! Forty-four CITC donors, after already
winning big from massive tax credits, won even more
with a delicious breakfast and our appreciation.

Donors and board members mingled; discussing cru-
cial contributions towards solving the affordable hous-
ing crisis made for great topics of conversation. Then
everyone sat down to eat and to enjoy a slide show of
HCA'’s buildings, tenants and proposed projects.

Many thanks to all CITC donors. For those yet to take
advantage of this program, now is a great time to do-
nate to your community and get a jump start on prepa-
rations for your taxes.

$138,000 More in Community Investment
Tax Credits Available Now

CITC has enabled HCA to make huge progress in its
goal to meet the growing need for affordable housing in
Arlington. Generous CITC donors have raised over
$340,000 in only three years! These donations have
enabled the recent accomplishments that include reha-
bilitating the historic Kimball Farmer House and ac-
quiring properties at 20 Westminster Avenue, 117
Broadway, and Downing Square.

Here’s how CITC works: Donors who make gifts of
$1,000 or more receive 50% of their gift in tax credits to
apply against their own Massachusetts state tax liabil-
ity. The entire gift can also be claimed as a charitable
donation on federal income tax returns. If the credit
exceeds the tax liability, the state will refund the differ-
ence. A tax season win-win!

To make your CITC donation call Pam Hallett
at 781-859-5211.

The Community Investinent Tax Credit Program was
created by Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2012 and is ad-
ministered by the Commonwealth’s Department of
Housing and Community Development. CITC require-
ments are set forth in Chapter 62 Section 6M and
Chapter 63 Section 38EE; 760 CMR 68.00 and 830
CMR 62.6M.1. For more information, visit the Massa-
chusetts CITC Web page:
www.mass.gov/hed/community/funding/community-
investment-tax-credit-program.html.

Downing Square

Last August, HCA purchased a one-acre parcel at 19R
Park Ave that will soon become Downing Square Apart-
ments. The site is behind the CITGO station at the in-
tersection of Park Ave and Lowell Street in Arlington
and stretches back from Lowell Street to the Minute-
man Bike Path then runs along the bike path for several
hundred feet. HCA’s proposed project has two build-
ings, one facing the bike path running east to west and
one at the corner of Lowell Street and Park Ave. The
plan includes environmental cleanup of the lot and will
provide 34 units of affordable housing to households
making 60% or less of the area median income.

Proposed Downing Square building along the bike path


http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/funding/community-investment-tax-credit-program.html
http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/funding/community-investment-tax-credit-program.html

Many Thanks to our 2017 Walk Supporters!
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: Lead Sponsors

: Cambridge Savings Bank

: Leader Bank

Winchester Co-Operative Bank

: Supporters

: Brookline Bank

: Calvary Church United Methodist
Eagle Bank

Eastern Bank

: First Baptist Church of Arlington

: Lahey Health

: Park Avenue Congregational Church
: Rush Kent Insurance Agency

 Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
: TD Bank

: Watertown Savings Bank

: Winchester Savings Bank

: Friends

: American Alarm

Andrina’s Pizza

: Arlex Oil Corporation

: Belmont Savings Bank

: Bike and Build

: Capone Landscaping

: Coldwell Banker

Committee to elect Ken Donnelly
: Covenant Church

: Davidson Management Holding LLC

+ East Cambridge Savings Charitable Foundation

: The Hartford Foundation

: John Mirak Foundation

Keefe Funeral Homes, Inc.

: Law Enforcement Dimensions LLC
: The Legacy

: Millbrook Animal Hospital

: Not Your Average Joe’s

Sweeney & O’Connell Real Estate
Swope and Diana Charitable Fund

: Gifts In Kind

Alton Street Boxing & Fitness
* Andrina’s Pizza

« Artbeat

. Artwear

: Blue Ribbon BBQ

: The Book Rack

: The Boston Red Sox

The Dark Horse Public House
Drum Connection

El Tango

Fitness First

The Flatbread Company
FoodLink

Giles Fine Wines

Gold’s Gym

Henry Bear’s Park

Hot Tamale Brass Band
Jacqui’s Design Group

Kate Ruma & Associates Acupuncture
Lakota Bakery

Little Q Hotpot

Lynn & Jen’s Dance Studio
Maxima Gift Center
Menotomy Beer & Wine
Menotomy Grill & Tavern
Molly the Clown

Mosaic Oasis

Murray Muscular Therapy Associates
My Brother’s Place

New England Aquarium

New England Photo

No Worries Pet Care
Northender Italian Kitchen
Not Your Average Joe’s
Nurturing Spaces

Olympic Pizza

Playtime, Inc.

Quadcycles

Quebrada Baking Company
St. John’s Coffeehouse Concerts
The Regent Theatre

Scutra

Stanley & The Undercovers
Starbucks

Stone Meadow Golf

Stop & Shop

Swanson Jewelers

Szechuan Dumpling

Taylor Rental

Trader Joe’s

Unleashed by Petco

Za

Zhen Ren Chuan

And Many Thanks to all our Volunteers!



DRAG PROM A GREAT SUCCESS!!

By Anna Watson—President, Mystic LGBTQ+ Youth Support Network

The chaperones couldn’t stop smiling, the drag queen hostess-
es were kept busy helping apply makeup and eyelashes, and
the middle school—age attendees were free to be themselves.

On Friday, May 19, Mystic LGBTQ+ Youth Support Network
(Queer Mystic) and Robbins Library co-sponsored a youth
Drag Prom here in Arlington. Members of the Boston Area
Homeschoolers Queer Straight Alliance (BAHS QSA), a pro-
gram of Queer Mystic, planned the event, provided music and
delicious snacks, and did the preparation and decorating.
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Mural created by Queer Mystic

The venue at 20 Westminster Ave. was generously donated by
the Housing Corporation of Arlington. The youth used the two
small rooms as a make-up/dressing room and a quiet room.
The large center room was decorated with twinkly lights, the
Queer Mystic mural made for the Food Pantry, the Queer Mys-
tic banners, and a taped runway on the floor where youth
proudly showed off their finery. The event was chaperoned by
adult volunteers of Queer Mystic and Robbins Library, and

hosted by Sister Rosetta and Sister Yonica, two members of the
charitable organization the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.

Prom season can be difficult for LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning, etc.) youth, who
often do not feel welcome at their school proms where hetero-
sexual gender norms are usually de rigeur. In addition, home-
schooled youth may not ever have an opportunity to attend a
prom, given that they do not attend a school.

The Drag Prom is a joyful, accepting event where youth can
enjoy the prom experience without fear of being made fun of or
excluded.

“You are beautiful, and you are perfect as you are,” Sister Ro-
setta told the youth in the Sisters’ statement at the opening of
the prom.

Some of the remarks from the youth were:

This is the most fun I've had in months!
T've never felt more completely myself.
I love the Sisters!
When is the next prom? I'm definitely coming back!

LGBTQ+ youth are disproportionately represented in the
population of homeless youth, and even in suburbs such as
Arlington, LGBTQ+ youth are more likely than their non-
LGBTQ+ peers to be bullied, to self-harm, to attempt suicide,
and to fall prey to substance abuse.

LGBTQ+ Youth Support Network treasures our relationship
with HCA, and looks forward to continuing to work together in
the future to support LGBTQ+ youth, to give them safe and
appropriate events where they can socialize, have fun and fully
be themselves.

HCA’s Summer Intern

Ashby Loshin is a rising senior at Arlington High School who began his relationship with
HCA by volunteering at the 15th and 16th Walks for Affordable Housing. He was excited
to have the opportunity to work with HCA over the summer and to expand his efforts in
the community. His intern responsibilities have consisted of drafting fundraising letters,
writing the newsletter, performing data entry, engaging with volunteers, and creating a
Community Investment Tax Credit card which he mailed to prior—year participants. To
date, Ashby’s efforts have raised $24,000! He is thankful to have learned a great amount
about the importance of affordable housing through his time at HCA.




mmmm Watertown Please Help Support the Arlington
w Community by Joining HCA

Housing Corporation of Arlington
GO Green by renewing your membership today
with a tax-deductible contribution online at
www.housingcorparlington.org,

or send a check payable to:

Housing Corporation of Arlington g
252 Massachusetts Avenue

Join us Tuesday, October 10, 2017 for an informative Arlington, MA 02474 m
financial workshop for the whole family!
Note our new address. 'i

Housing Corporation of Arlington
252 Massachusetts Ave - Arlington
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Dinner will be provided — Free Raffle
To reserve your spot, please call 781-859-5164 or email:

rshah@housingcorparlington.org

Board member Pamela Baldwin with daughter and
friends at the 16th Walk for Affordable Housing
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